
Happy Anniversary
29th May 2021



1971-2021



1971-2021



1971-2021



1971-2021



1971-2021



1971-2021



1971-2021



1971-2021



1971-2021



1971-202
1



1971-2021



1971-2021



EARLIER DAYS





THE ROTARY CLUB OF STRATHFIELD 1971-2021

50 years ago on 19 April 1971 the 

Charter for the Rotary Club Strathfield 

was presented by the then District 

Governor Harry Picket representing 

Rotary International at the investiture 

of our Charter President Bill Boyce
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50 YEARS @ A GLANCE
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1971-1972


Bill Boyce, six times Mayor of Strathfield was the 

Charter President. Bill Veitch was the Secretary. 

There were twenty-four members 


Approximately $4000 was raised by the Club

Good Will Begins with You
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1972-1973


Peter Roach followed as President, and continued 

to promote the wonderful fellowship.


One of the outstanding features of this year was 

the visit to Alice Springs by aircraft for a 

weekend

Let's Take a New Look and Act
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1973-1974


It was in July 1973 that our District 268 
changed to District 269. 


This was the third year of the Rotary 
club of Strathfield, and the President 
made every effort to make it a year of 
consolidation. A determined drive was 
made to increase Club membership 
from 23 to 40. At the end of the year 
membership stood at 38

A Time for Action
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1974-1975


The overall attendance of members was 

85.17% and it was always better than the 

District average. 


Donations were made to Loretto Hospital 

Strathfield where a ward was furnished, to 

the Darwin Cyclone, the Homebush 

Playgroup Centre, to the Red Shield Appeal 

and other charities

Renew the Spirit of Rotary
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1975-1976


This year saw the Club's first Rotary Youth 
Exchange student, Shelly Lawlor, from Canada. 
She endeared herself to all and married 
President Bill Boyce and Thelma's son, Philip. At 
the time of writing, they are expecting their 
fifth child. 


The Club sent its first student away, to Iowa, 
USA. He was none other than Christopher 
Thurgar, the son of the President

To Dignify the Human Being
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1976-1977


This was the wondrous Year of the Shirts. 

Past President Peter Roach, who had 

interests in that line of business, arranged 

for the manufacture, in Asia, of a quantity of 

shirts, with a Rotary identification design. 


Made in three different colours and in three 

sizes, the quality of material and the 

painting were excellent

I Believe in Rotary



THE ROTARY CLUB OF STRATHFIELD 1971-2021

1977-1978


The Rotary Club of Strathfield hosted the RYLA 

camp at Springwood and our guest speaker 

was Judge Sir Adrian Curlewis.


New piano for the Town Hall, the club raised 

$2000 towards the cost of a piano suitable for 

recitals

Serve to Unite Mankind
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1978-1979


The Christmas Stocking was the main source of 

revenue as it has been in subsequent years. 


The Downs Syndrome Pre-School was the Club's 

major charity.


The Club sponsored a young Rotary Youth 

Exchange student, Robin Yates, outbound to the 

USA
Reach Out
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1979-1980


The Club, in this Rotary year, 

sent three candidates to the 

RYIA camp at Blue Gum 

Lodge, Springwood.


Interesting feature of this 

year was the Auction. 

Rotarian David Croft and 

Geoff Brooks organized it

Let Service Light the Way
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1980-1981


Rotary Club placed a time capsule 
under the main concourse of 
Strathfield Plaza to coincide with the 
plaza opening. 


It was filled with capsule envelopes 
and opened in the year 2000. 
Envelopes costed $2 and $5 and 
proceeds went to local charities 
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1981-1982


During the year $3,000 was 

raised for the Disabled Athletes 

Stadium Appeal. This donation 

was handed over the following 

year
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1982-1983


The year of David Croft’s 
Presidency was a memorable 
one for the club. It was the 
year of the Club’s first District 
Governor, PP Bob Taylor.


During the year the Club 
raised approximately $17,800
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1983-1984


The meetings were enhanced by an 
endless stream of quality speakers, thanks 
to the efforts of the programme chairman 
PP Brian Hennell. Notable was Dame 
Leonie Kramer and Dr Michael Jones. 


The club could have set a record in having 
ten Ladies' nights in addition to a Chinese 
Christmas Banquet and a Bankstown 
Theatre Restaurant Party
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1984-1985


Harley Tarrant was a knight in shining armour, 

and it was significant to him that he promote 

an awareness of environmental matters and he 

preached the need to be receptive to orderly 

change. He was listened to with respect
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1985-1986


... If we each reconsider our own 
commitment to Ed Cadman's theme, "You 
are the Key" and if, being honest with 
yourself, we have to admit that we could 
have done better then let us not dwell 
too much on what we failed to 
accomplish but aspire to the ideal that in 
Rotary lies hope and that, with a firmer 
resolve, we can achieve in the future ...
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1986-1987


During the year, the Club's practice of 

sending arrangements of flowers to 

members wives, who were hospitalized, 

was adhered to assiduously. It is a 

practice which brings great joy to the 

recipients.


This was a year of good fellowship but 

one could perhaps call it an innovative 

year also
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1987-1988


The first Blue Light Disco in the 
District was held at the South 
Strathfield High School in May of 
this year. 


It was during this year that Rotarian 
Wilbur Deans was made an Honorary 
member, the second in the club, 
after Charter president Bill Boyce
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1988-1989


The highlight of this Rotary year, and a 

most significant move for the Rotary 

Club of Strathfield was its incorporation
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1989-1990


A golden Year for the Rotary Club 

of Strathfield.


A number of Rotarians were 

privileged to be awarded Paul 

Harris Fellowships during this 

outstanding year.
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1990-1991


The Club accumulated a gross budget of 

$100,000 and $3,000 clear of debt was 

handed over to the incoming Board.


Peter Manenti had the honour of being 

made a Paul Harris Fellow
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1991-1992


The Rotary wives had a "get 

together" (a joint function with 

Strathfield Inner Wheel) early 

in the year at President Bert 

and Carol's house which proved 

to be a very worthwhile 

exercise in fellowship
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1992-1993


President - Doug Potter


Community Service Director Warren Abbott 
and Committee Chairman Peter Manenti 
organised a function for the Fred Hollow’s 
Foundation which raised $13,500


Club paid half the cost of repainting the 
South Strathfield Bowling Club which served 
many community groups including Probus
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1993-1994


Membership increased by six during 

the year making the Club the largest


in District 9690 with 63 members 

which included 3 ladies– Laurel 

O’Toole, Susan Jenkins, Denise Thomas
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1994-1995


Plenty of barbecues – Bates Street 

Kindergarten, Kurralee Pre-Kindergarten, Carols 

in the Park, and Homebush West Public School 

to launch Trees for 2000
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1995-1996


This was the year the Rotary Club of Strathfield 
celebrated its 25th birthday with many ex 
members attended a special function organised 
by PP Peter Foss and his committee at Meriden. 


This was also the year ‘Australia Remembers’ 
with a special service to commemorate 50 years 
since the end of WW2
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1996-1997


President Peter Manenti led the club with 
easy confidence and a friendly attitude that 
was communicated to all the members. It 
was a year in which the esprit de corps 
flourished. 


The only blemish for such a Rugby aficionado 
as Peter was the scheduling of changeover 
on the same night as a Rugby test
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1997-1998


President Ian Albertson’s early focus was 
on improving the quality of guest speakers 
and before taking office he had filled the 
first six months of the club’s calendar with 
an excellent array of speakers.


The club raised approximately $42,000 for 
service projects
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1998-1999


Angelo took over the president’s mantle 

from Ian Albertson and was keen to 

continue and improve existing Rotary 

Programs. 


A major project of the year was the “Fun 

Run and Walk” with 380 participants	
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1999-2000


Highlights of Peter Kilkeary’s year included 

the Gala Evening, at La Montage attended 

by 250 people. 


Connie Galletta was the organiser and the 

event raised $20000, with the happy 

recipients being Lifeline and the Exodus 

Foundation



THE ROTARY CLUB OF STRATHFIELD 1971-2021

2000-2001


The year 2000-2001 was the year of 

President Raymond McCluskie and the 

Sydney Olympics. The year where the club 

developed its first webpage.


There was a 30 years Strathfield Rotary 

birthday night
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2001-2002


Seven new members were inducted as our 
contribution to the call to increase 
membership of Rotary throughout the 
world.


The Club welcomed Domenico Alvaro, Janis 
Green, Arjun Jeganathan, Roy Schmidt and 
Peter van der Sleesen. Garry Pearce and Ray 
Wilson were both previous members
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2002-2003


There were two important initiatives 

started during this year, the first was the 

Olympic Park Cycle Challenge. It raised 

$6000 for the Children’s Medical Research 

Institute.


The second was the inaugural Youth 

Achievements Award
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2003-2004


The first ‘Police Officer of the Year’ event 

was held for the Flemington and Burwood 

Commands. The Minister of Police, John 

Watkins was the guest speaker
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2004-2005


Bike in Olympic Park was a massive 

organisational feat by many Rotarians led 

by Rod McDougall and $10000 was raised 

for Cystic Fibrosis.


Treasurer Allan Petersen reported that 

$47,250 was raised
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2005-2006


President - George Hallworth


The Services Account income for the 

year was $50,217. 


Major donations were made to the 

Trish Foundation, the Rotary 

Foundation $5830 and Children’s 

Medical Research $3000, Shelterbox 

$2400 and Downs Syndrome $2000
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2006-2007


President Rod McDougall’s focus was on 
youth, the local community, membership 
development and hosting the district 
conference.


The club’s effort in organising the district 
conference in Newcastle won high praise 
throughout the district
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2007-2008


A significant achievement for the Club was 

the chartering of the Rotary Club of 

Breakfast Point in May 2008.


Janelle Watson, reported a very successful 

weekly raffle with many members 

contributing prizes each week
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2008-2009


The standout fundraising event was again 
the Trish MS Research Foundation Golf Day 
which raised $51400.


Grahame True in his President report 
mentioned that he could not believe how 
much fun and enjoyment he had during the 
year and his desire at the start of his year to 
put fellowship back into Rotary
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2009-2010


Fellowship was an important part of the 

year with another trip to Domenico and 

Johanna’s home at Bowral, a wine 

tasting, a rugby match at Concord Oval 

and our January game of croquet with a 

barbecue
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2010-2011


Peter Smith was inducted as the 
40th president of the Rotary Club 
of Strathfield.


The production of a weekly bulletin 
is an important publication to keep 
members and others up to date 
with the club’s activities
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2011-2012


The club celebrated its 40th Anniversary 

at the Castel D’Oro in Five Dock on 6 

May 2011. 


Six new members were inducted during 

the year – Naveed Chaudhry, David 

Martin, Peter Revelos, Rod Rimes, Adrian 

Risi and Chris Virgona.
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2012-2013


It was a vintage year; a year which 

was a focus on Rotary and an 

emphasis on our heritage most 

notable with the ‘banners’ on display 

at our meetings
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2013-2014


Strathfield Rotary has a proud history 
of regular projects and included, The 
Police Officer of the Year Awards, 
Pride of Workmanship, The Youth 
Awards, the Cabarita ANZAC Day 
ceremony and special evenings 
which include representative’s of 
Meriden and Homebush Boys High 
School Interact club members
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2014-2015


Strathfield Rotary has a proud history of 

regular projects and included, The Police 

Officer of the Year Awards, Pride of 

Workmanship, The Youth Awards, the 

Cabarita ANZAC Day ceremony and special 

evenings which include representative’s 

of Meriden and Homebush Boys High 

School Interact club members
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2015-2016


Six new members inducted. Two PHFs 

for Belinda Noonan and Arthur Crossan. 

Gift of Life Ball at Univ of Syd Great Hall 

and donation of $26,000 to Lymphoma 

Australia. Celebrated 45th Anniversary 

of club. $4,500 to Salvation Army Moree
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2017-2018


Successfully completed a “Global 
Grant” providing significant funds, 
multiplied by Rotary Foundation and 
Government grants to assist in 
rebuilding a run down old school in 
the slums of Mumbai in India, which 
now complete, will educate over 2,500 
children and their parents year on year
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2018-2019


Partnering with The Catherine 

Sullivan Centre to host and run a 

gala dinner event, together.


The club raised the $50,000 needed 

to establish and run a new phonemic 

awareness program for their hearing-

impaired students
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2018-2019


Partnered with the Club Rotario 

De Fusagasugá, in Colombia, to 

provide 30 kits for children 

starting primary school at a 

disadvantaged school in 

Fusagasugá, in Colombia
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2019-2020


Achieved a Rotary Citation with Presidential 
Platinum Distinction. Whilst the eligibility 
criteria were relaxed due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the club met the requirements as 
originally specified. In addition, our club’s 
herculean efforts have made us the Best Club 
in the District Award



2020-2021
USHA GARG is the current 

president of the Rotary Club of 
Strathfield
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Thank You
for celebrating with us


